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Classes Cancelled for Rest of Week 
 
Faculty and Staff:  
 
A message announcing the cancellation of classes for the rest of the week just 
went out to the media and on social media. While we are canceling classes 
tomorrow and Friday, there are still numerous campus functions and activities 
that will go on. We do need personnel involved on student services to be here. 
If you have activities planned, you may conduct them at your discretion. We 
have some 5,000 students living on campus and they need places to study, eat 
and recreate. 
 
It has been a challenging week. I cannot compliment enough our Facilities 
staffs for their hard work this week to clear the campus as much as possible 
and care for buildings which have been in use even though the campus has 
been officially closed for the last three days. As we communicate now our 
crews are replacing a high voltage cable which blew yesterday and forced 
students living in Pearce Ford Tower to shift to other halls last night and 
tonight. PFT will be back on line tomorrow. And cheers to our Campus Dining 
staff for their outstanding work in feeding so many of our students and staff 
these last few days. We have served large numbers of students in the Downing 
Student Union since Monday. Our Residence Life staff has kept our residence 
halls in full operation, and our personnel in IT has been most helpful in 
opening computer labs for students. And thanks for the Preston Center staff 
for being open for students and employees. 
 
The campus streets are clear, and most of the walks and steps are clean. There 
are numerous piles of snow taking up some parking spaces in many of our 
parking lots, so if you come to campus use good judgement when parking. 
Please do not block vehicular or pedestrian walk ways. 
 
Students with whom I have communicated ( and Julie and I have been with 
many of them all week) are generally anxious to get back to class, but the 
weather conditions across the community and region make that a tough call. I 
encourage faculty to engage students via email, Blackboard or other means if 
you can. Classes may be cancelled, but learning can still occur, and campus 
business can still be conducted. 
 
Many employees live relatively close to campus and can get to campus if you 
need to do so. If you cannot, or feel it is dangerous or risky to travel, then 
don't. Please use discretion when navigating area roads. We will make it 
through the next two days as best we can. 
 
Thank you in advance for your service to our students and your departmental 
needs in difficult conditions. We will be back up to full speed on Monday. 
Dress warmly and be safe. 
 
Gary Ransdell 
 
